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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5882

Passed Legi slature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Human Services & Corrections (originally sponsored by
Senators Kauffman, MAuliffe, Regala, Shin, and Kline)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 25/ 09.

AN ACT Rel ating to an eval uati on of two recommendati ons nade by the
raci al disproportionality advisory commttee; adding a new section to
chapter 13.34 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that research
conducted by the WAshington state institute for public policy rel eased
in June 2008, denonstrates that racial disproportionality exists in
Washi ngton's child wel fare system and t hat t he gr eat est
di sproportionality occurs when the initial referral to child protective
services is made and when the decision is made to place a child in out-
of -hone care. The institute's research al so denonstrates that children
of African-Anerican, Native Anmerican, and Latino famlies have
di sproportionately |longer |lengths of stay in foster care.

(2) The legislature finds further that the departnent of social and
health services, in a Decenber 2008 report issued pursuant to
Substitute House Bill No. 1472 of 2007, identified initial
recommendati ons for renediation of racial diproportionality, including
examning specific current <child welfare practices, structured
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deci si on-maki ng and famly team deci si on-naking, to determ ne whet her
and how these practices mght result in reducing or elimnating raci al
di sproportionality.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Wthin anounts appropriated for this specific purpose, or
within funding nmade available by private grant or contribution, the
Washi ngton state institute for public policy shall evaluate the
departnent of social and health services' use of structured decision-
maki ng practices and inplenentation of the famly team deci si on- maki ng
nodel to determ ne whether and how those child protection and child
wel fare efforts result in reducing disproportionate representati on of
African- Anerican, Native Anerican, and Latino children in the state's
child welfare system The institute shall analyze the points in the
system at which current data reflect the greatest Ilevels of
di sproportionality. The institute shall report its findings to the
| egislature and the departnent of social and health services by
Septenber 1, 2010.

(2) If adequate funding is not nade available through state
appropriation or t hr ough private grant or contribution to
simul taneously study the inpact on racial disproportionality of both
the structured deci sion-nmaking process and fam |y team deci si on- maki ng
nodel , the institute shall first study and report on the famly team
deci si on- maki ng nodel . The departnent of social and health services
and the Washington state institute for public policy jointly, shall:

(a) Pronptly conplete and execute a data sharing agreenent to
conply with the departnent's confidential or records requirenents and
to provide the institute with data and other information necessary to
conduct its evaluation; and

(b) ldentify potential sources of private funding to suppl enent any
state appropriated anounts.

Passed by the Senate March 6, 2009.

Passed by the House April 13, 2009.

Approved by the Governor April 24, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 27, 20009.
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